HIGH EQUATORIAL PLATEAUS
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peans if it were not so monotonous. They also cause large areas to be
covered with grass so that cattle are numerous, and many native tribes
are nomadic.
There is plenty of vegetation, too, especially on the slopes, which are
often forested. Plantation crops such as coffee, as well as temperate crops
such as corn and even wheat, can be raised in favorable localities. This
has led many people to believe that the plateaus are a white man's coun-
try, but isolation and the presence of a fairly dense African population
give the white settlers a hard time. Nevertheless, thousands of British
settlers seem to be firmly established on the higher parts of the Kenya
Plateau.
Of similar significance is the vigorous response of the natives to the
high plateaus. Ethiopia resisted the encroachments of the white man
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A—Bins for Storing Millet in Uganda.
These bins were built near Soroti by order of the British government to store food against
times of scarcity.
longer than any other part of Africa. Before the coming of the Italians
in 1936 it had a well-organized government according to the African
standards. Its people were so warlike and well trained that they defeated
the Italians in an earlier war. In the end they were conquered by means
of the mechanical equipment which Europeans are able to command.
When the Ethiopians go to neighboring lowlands, such as the cotton-
raising districts watered by the Blue Nile south of Khartum, they are
considered unusually good workers. In similar fashion Uganda, on its
high plateau north of Lake Victoria, had a remarkably well-organized
native government before the arrival of the British. Today the natives
there have more self-government than in almost any other part of Africa.
Their part of the plateau lies at such a height (4,000 to 6,000 feet) that

